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CONCEPT ANALYSIS

Plassmann aimed to create a SYMBIOTIC relationship between 
homes and the surrounding environment. By building a “Panoramic 
Box in the Woods”, a connection between the individual and the out-
doors is maintained (BauNetz, 2017).

SYMBIOSIS

Sightlines are highlighted in the 
section and plan via the use of 
large windows and spacious rooms. 

The plot of land itself is connected/symbolic to the environment surrounding 
the home. Utilising same materials in the natural area, Plassmann effectively 
captures the idea of SYMBIOSIS which is emphasised by designing a home 
intentionally orentated towards natural landmarks.
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With an overhanging design, the home integrates with the small hill it 
rests upon whilst also emphasising its orentation to the lake. 

CONTEXT ANALYSIS

House on the Hillside is famous for its unique incorporation 
with its natural surroundings. Given the property is nestled 
within a natural preserve, the surrounding vegetation is native, 
various and flourishing. 

The previous home on the land dominated the landscape (Burk 
2017). By maintaining a balance of openness and privacy whilst 
being mindful of its impact on the neighbouring buildings and 
environment, the home restores the natural beauty and sight-
lines into the surrounding area.

The road connection acts as a pathway for individuals to access 
the local area, including natural landmarks and transportation.

The typography consists of sloping and uneven 
terrain that leads down towards Lake Starnberg 
(influencing the placement of the building).
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